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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
Vlotes. 

Note Book of Epheaim Blaine While He Was Acting as Sheriff 
at Carlisle, Pa., Prior to the Revolution. 

The book contains receipts signed in the proper handwriting of three 
Signers of the Declaration of Independence, James Wilson, George Ross 
and James Smith, and also contains receipts to Colonel Blaine for 
claims placed in his hands for collection against General Arthur St. 
Clair, Alexander Hamilton, and others. The book also contains an 
entry of the birth of Ephraim Blaine, Jr., and also the date of his 
drowning. He was the son of the marriage of Colonel Ephraim Blaine 
to the widow of a Mr. Duncan, whose second he was in the fatal duel 
between Duncan and Lamberton. 

The book was found in York County by John Hays, a member of the 
law firm of Hinder and Hays, practicing at Carlisle, Pa., and was pre- 
sented by him on the 11th of October, 1890, by letter to the Honorable 
James G. Blaine. It is now presented to the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania by James G. Blaine, Jr., t.he present Vice President of 
the New York Trust Company at 57th Street and 5th Avenue, New 
York City, N. Y. The letters accompanying the gift and its title are 
hereto annexed: 

Carlisle, Pa., October 11, 1890 

Hon. James G. Blaine, 
My dear Sir: 

I send you by Adams Express today the Receipt Book of Ephraim 
Blaine while Sheriff of this County before the Revolution, which a few 
years ago came into my possession. 

I send it to you because I think the older male line of the family 
has a better right to it than one of the female line and because you may 
find it of some interest — enough to induce you to keep it in the family 
name. 

It is of some interest in itself because of the autographs in it; — three 
of signers of the Declaration of Independence — Ross, Wilson and Smith, — 
and a number of judges and others who became eminent. 

It also contains receipts to Col. Blaine for claims for collection against 
many persons indebted to him — among others Genl. Arthur St. Clair, 
Alexander Hamilton, etc. 

Near the back of the book you will find an entry of the birth of 
Ephraim Blaine, Jr. and which I take to be the date of his drowning 
at Middlesex. He was the first of the marriage of Col. Blaine to 
the widow of Wm. Duncan whose second he was in the fatal duel be- 
tween Duncan and Lamberton. 

You may therefore find the book of enough interest to preserve it 
and hand it down as a family relic. 

Yours truly, 

John Hays 

New York City, November 16, 1921 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sirs: 

I have in my possession a receipt book which belonged to a paternal 
great-grandfather of mine named Ephraim Blaine. Mr. Blaine was 
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Sheriff of Washington County, Pa., for many years and during the 
^Revolutionary War was a Quartermaster General in the Army of the 
North with the rank of Colonel. This receipt book contains a con- 
siderable amount of detail regarding claims collected by Colonel Blaine. 
There are many signatures of well-known Pennsylvanians, particularly 
a number of autographs of three of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

The receipt book has remained for some time in my safe-deposit box. 
It may or may not have historical value; if it has, it seems to me 
where it is is not the place for it. I am not quite sure in my own mind, 
if it is of value, that I want to give it away as yet. If the book were 
of sufficient interest to your Society would it be possible to loan it to 
you subject to withdrawal by me upon proper notice? I would be 
obliged to you for any opinions or suggestions you may have to offer. 

Yours very truly, 

James G. Blaine, Jr. 

Philadelphia, December 23, 1921 

James G. Blaine, Jr., Esq., 
My dear Mr. Blaine: 

Your letter of November 16th in relation to your possession of a 
receipt book belonging to your paternal great-grandfather Ephraim 
Blaine is at hand. 

It may indeed be full of interesting matter and the nam© of Blaine 
is held in the highest esteem by the members of our Society and the 
public at large because of the distinguished services rendered by four 
generations of the family to the public. 

I am quite well convinced of the historic value of that book and I 
quite agree with you that a private safe-deposit box is not the most 
suitable repository of an historic treasure. It ought to be accessible 
to the students of history and writers of books, of course under suitable 
restrictions as to time and place of consultation. In other words, it 
ought not to be part of a general library, subject to general call. 

It is just the kind of a book that the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania would treasure among its archives. 

It is not for me from motives of delicacy to suggest that you should 
make a gift but it is proper for me to say to you candidly that it is 
contrary to the policy of the Society to become simply the custodian 
of other people's property, subject to withdrawal by the owner on 
proper notice. Such trusts, if accepted, would be decidedly embarrassing, 
as, apart from the responsibility of taking care of the property of third 
parties, we would never know at what time our exhibits or boasted 
items of deposit would be withdrawn. The policy of the Society is fixed 
and cannot be departed from. I think you will acquiesce in the pro- 
priety of this. 

With the Very Best Wishes of the Season, believe me, 

Cordially yours, 

Hampton L. Carson 

New York, January 3, 1922 

Mr. Hampton L. Conor, Pres. 
Dear Mr. Conor: 

Thank you for your kind letter of December 23rd, which I appreciated. 

It will give me great pleasure to present the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania with the note book of Ephraim Blaine. I feel that if the 
book has any really historical value it would be very selfish for me to 
keep it for myself. I know of no more fitting place for th© note book 
to reside permanently than in the Pennsylvania Historical Society in 
the State of Pennsylvania where the Blaine family originally came from. 
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If you will tell me how, to whom and where to send it, I shall be 
glad to do so at once. 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

James Q. Blaine, Jr. 

Philadelphia, January 6, 1922 

James Gr. Blaine, Jr., Esq., 
My dear Mr. Blaine: 

Your letter of the 3rd inst. has given me much pleasure, and if you 
will forward by express, at the expense of the Society the Bphraim 
Blaine Note Book, addressed to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia, it will not only give me pleasure to 
present it in your name to the Society at the next meeting of the 
Council on January 30th, but to see that a suitable acknowledgment 
of its receipt is made. 

It is by contributions such as this that the real treasures of a society 
are built up, and I appreciate your notable assistance. 

I can quite pardon you because of the illegibility of my signature 
for having read it "Conor." 

I am, with appreciation, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hampton L. Carson 

New York, January 13, 1922 

Mr. Hampton L. Carson, Pres., 
Dear Mr. Carson: 

Thank you for your very courteous letter of January 6th. I am 
sending to you by American Express the Ephraim Blaine note book, 
together with a letter to my grandfather from John Hays showing how 
the note book came back into the family. 

Some time at your convenience would you have someone in your 
organization send me just a few lines as to who James Smithe was, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence? I know about 
the rest, but I do not know much about him. 

Trusting to have the pleasure of meeting you personally in the near 
future, and with many thanks again for your helpfulness in this matter, 

Very sincerely yours, 

James G. Blaine, Jr. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1922 

Mr. James G. Blaine, Jr., Esq., 
My dear Mr. Blaine: 

I herewith acknowledge the safe receipt by express of the Ephraim 
Blaine note book, together with a letter to your grandfather from John 
Hays of Carlisle, Pa., showing how the note book came back into your 
family. 

Permit me to express my high sense of appreciation of the value 
and interest of this gift. 

It will give me pleasure on Monday next to present this book, together 
with Mr. Hays' letter, to the Council of the Historical Society, and you 
will receive an official acknowledgment. 

I take pleasure in sending you a brief biography of James Smith, one 
of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence, whose signature 
appears in the book. This biography is extracted from the 5th volume 
of Appleton's Encyclopaedia of American Biography. 

It will give me great personal pleaure to have you lunch with me on 
the occasion of your next visit to Philadelphia, and to take you around 
to the hall of the Historical Society and exhibit to you some of our 
treasures. I think I can safely assure you that there is no State 
historical society which can match us in the richness of our collections 
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of manuscripts covering Colonial and Revolutionary periods, and the 
War of 1812. In these respects, we can only be approached by the 
Manuscript Department of the Congressional Library at Washington, 
and on many lines we are superior even to the Government Collections. 
Believe me to be, with renewed expressions of grateful recognition 
of your spirit and generosity in presenting the Society with this 
important book. 

Very cordially yours, 

Hampton L. Carson 

President 

J6ooft notices. 

Through Theee Centuries. Colver and Rosenberger Lives and 
Times, 1620-1922. By Jesse Leonard Rosenberger. Chicago Univer- 
sity Press, Chicago, 1922. 8vo. $2.50. 

The particular interest in this volume on the part of Pennsylvanians 
begins with page 295, in a chapter which describes the Rosenberger 
family as having been prominent in the annals of Montgomery County 
since the year 1729, when Henry Rosenberger settled in that county, 
in Indian Creek Valley, Franconia Township. He was a Mennonite, 
who, like many others of his faith, had fled from Germany on account 
of religious persecution. Prom him was descended Jesse Rosenberger, 
who was the father of Jesse Leonard Rosenberger, who, however, did 
not stay long in Pennsylvania, but became a Baptist clergyman in Ohio, 
and later in Minnesota, and in Lake City the younger Jesse was born. 
The detailed description of family life on the upper Mississippi is most 
vivid and instructive. 

T. L. M. 

Cazenove Journal, 1794. A Record of the Journey of Theophile 
Cazenove Through New Jersey and Pennsylvania. (Translated 
from the French.) Edited by Rayner Wichersham Kelsey. Philadel- 
phia History Press. 1922. 8vo. $1.80 post paid. 

This interesting journal is of his procedure from New York to 
Chambersburg and his return to Philadelphia. It contains the rough 
notes taken along the way. He doubtless had in mind the preparation 
later of a more elaborate treatise upon his experiences. His notes are 
full of references to the price of commodities along the route, as well 
as the production of crops and the prices of the farms. It is not 
strange that he finds little to impress him in the manners and cus- 
toms of the people whom he met. He comments freely concerning the 
entertainment at the inns, and his conclusions, although faulty in 
some respects are remarkably accurate in things of any importance. The 
volume is well illustrated by reproductions from the manuscript; a 
view of Bethlehem found in the journal, and the map of the journey. 
It is doubtful whether such a diary has ever had the attention and 
care in its preparation of so many specialists. The list of associates 
covers two pages. The original French manuscript was purchased by 
the Library of Congress in 1900. Cazenove's trip to America was taken 
in the interest of the Holland Company, which he served for many years. 
The volume is thoroughly indexed by Miss Mary Ellis. 

T. L. M. 



